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CHAPTER IIL
The Rafts on the River.

We contrived to keep aflost all the night,
and, the sircam renving strong with vs, to glide
s long way down the river. Bat we found the
night to be & dangerous time for such naviga
tion, on acconnt of the eddies and rapids, and
it was therefore settled l‘laxt day that in future
we would bring-to st sdneet, and encamp on
the shore. As we knew of no boats that the
Pirates poeseseed, up st the Prison in the
Woods, w= seitied alweya to eneamp on the op-
posite side of the strcam, so as w0 have the
breadth of the river between onr sleep and
them. Oaur opinion was, that if they were ac.
quain‘ed with any »ear way by land to the
mouth of this river, they would come up it in
force, and re-tuke us or kill us, ing as
they could ; but that if that was not the case,
aud if the river ran by none of their secret sta-
tions, we might escape.

When I eay we eeitled this or that, I do not
mean that we planned anything with any con-
fidence as to what might happen an hour hence.
So much had hsppened in one night, and such
grest chunges had been viclently and suddenly
made iu the fortunes of many among us, that
we had got better used to uncertainty, in a little
while, than I dere eay most people do in the
cou:ee of their livea.

Tho difficuliies we soon got into, through the
offsettings and point-currents of the stream,
made the likelihood of our being drowned,
slone—to say nothing of cur being retaken—as
broad and plain as the sun st noon-day to all of
us. Bat, we all worked hard at managing the
rafts, under the direction of the seamen, (of our
own gkill, T think we never could have pre-
veuted them from overselting,) and we also
worked hard at makiog good the defects in their
first husty construction—which the water soon
found out. While we humbly resigned ourselves
12 going down, if it was the will of Our Father
that was in Henven, we humbly made up our
mirds that we would all do the best that was
in na,

Aud 8o we held on, gliding with the stream.
It drove us to this bauk, and it drove us to that
bank, and it turned vs, and whirled us; but yet
it carcied us on—somwetimes much too slowly,
sometimes much too fast, but yet it carried us
on.

My little deaf and dumb boy slumbered a
good deal now, end that wus the case with all
the children. They cauzed very little trouble
to any one. They scemed, in my eyes, to get
wore like ono anotber, net only in quiet man-
ner, bat in the face, too. The motion of the
rafl was ususlly so much the same, the scene
was ueually £0 1uch the same, the zound of the
toft wash aud ripple of the water was usnally
80 much the same, that they were made drowsy,
as they might have bern by the constant play-
ing of one tune. Even on the grown people,
who worked hard sund felt anxiety, the same
things vroduced something of the same effect.
Every day was 8o like the other, that I soon lost
count of the days myself, and bad to ask Miss
Maryou, for instauce, whether this was the third
ur fourthi ? Miss Ma.-on had & pockes-book and
pencil, and she kept the log ; that is to say, she
entered up a clear little journal of the time, and
of the distances our seamen thought we had
izade, ench night

So, a3 I esy, we kept sfloat and glided on.
All day leng, and every day, the water, and the
woods, and sky; all day long, aud every day,
the contaul warching of both sides of the river,
aud far abead ui every bold tnrn and sweep it
made, for any cigns of Pirate-boats, or Pirate-
dwellings. So, a8 I say, we kept afloat and
glided ov—the days melting themselves to-
gether to that degree, that I could hardly believe
my ears when I asked * How many, now, Miss?"”
sud she answered, **Seven.”

To be eure, poor Mr. Pordage had, by about
now, got his Diplomatic coat into such a state
ns never wus ssen.  What with the mud of the
river, what with the water of the river, what
with the sun, and the dews, and the tearing
boughs, and the thickets, it hung about him in
discolored shreds like a mop. The sun had
touched him a bit, He had taken to always
polishing one particular butlon, which just held
oo to his left wrist, and to alwaye calling for
stationery. I suppose that men called for pens,
ik, and paper, tape, and sealivg-wax, upwards
of one thousaud times in four-and twenty hours.
He bad an idea that we should never get out of
that river, unless we were written out of it in &
formal Memorandum ; and the more we labored
8t navigating the raits, the more he ordered us
uot 1o touch them at our peril, and the more he
8at and roared for stationery,

Mrs. Pordage, similarly, persisted in wearing
her night-cap. I doubt il any one but ourselves
who had seen the progress of that article of
dress, could by this time have told what it was
meant for. It had got so limp and ragged
that she couldn’t see out of her eyea for it. It
was 50 dirty, that whether it was vegetable mat-
ter out of & swamp, or weeds ont of the river,
or an old porter’s knot from Epgland, I don't
think any new spectator could hava said. Yet
this unfortunate cld woman hed a notion that
it was ot only vastly genteel, but that it was
the correct thing a8 to propriety. And she
really did carry herself over the other ladies who
bad no night-caps, and who were forced to tie
up the'r hair how they could, in a superior man-
uer that was perfectly amazing.

I don’t know what she looked like, sitting in
that hlesred night-cap, on & loz of wood, out-
side the hut or cabin upon our rafi. She would
have rather resembled & fortune teller in one of
the picture-books that nsed to be in the shop
windows in my boyhood, except for her stateli-
uess. Bot, Lord bless my heart, the dignity
with which she sat and moped, with her head
in that bundle of tatters, wos like nothing else
in the world! She was not on speaking terms
with more than three ¢f the ladies. Some of
them had, what ehe called, “taken precedence”
of ber—in getting into, or out of, that miserable
little shelter ! —and others had not called to pay
their respects, or something of that kisd. Bo,
there she sat, in her own state and ceremony,
while her husband =at on the same log of wood,
ordering us one and all to let the rafi go to the
bottom, and to bring him stationery.

What with this noise on the part of Mr. Com-
missioner Pordage, and what with the cries of
Szrzeant Drooce on the raft astern, (which were
tometimes more than Tom Pcekercounldsilence,)
w2 of en made our slow way down the river
anjthing but quietly, Yet, that it was of great
importanee that no ears should be able to hear
us from the wocds on the banks, could not be
doubted. We were looked for, to & certainty,
and we might bs retaken at any moment. It
Wis an snxious time; it was, indeed, y
&n anxious time,

Un the seventh night of our voyage on the
tafts, wo made fast, as usual, on the ite
side of the river to that from which we had
slarted, in as datk a place as we conld pick out.
Uar little encampment was soon made, and sup
per wes caten, and the children fell asleep.

The watch was set, and everything made order.
Iy for the night, Such a starlight night, with
éuch blue in the sky, and such black in the
places of heavy shads on the banks of the great

Siream !

Thoen two ladier, Miss Maryon and Mrs
Fisher, had alwsys kept near me since the night
of the atiack., Mr. Fisher, who was untiring
in the work of our raft, had said to me:

“My dear little childless wife has grown so
attached to you, Davis, and you are such a gen.
tle fellow, as well as such a determined oue,”
our party had adopted that lsst ex ion from

it takes & load off my mind to leave herin y ar
charge.” 3

I said to him, “Your lady is in far beter
charge than mine, sir, having Mies

take care of her; but tl
Im?ﬁﬂmmm"a“

Bays he, “I do upon Davis, - 1
mmm»’f’ﬁm:’mmm
was yours.” |

made our camp, and got supper,
watch, and the children fell maleep. It yas
solemn and b-uﬁhl,ln&u;ui:fud‘ﬁ:w
parts, to see them, every night before ay
down, kneeling under thmph sky, say.ng
ir little prayers at women's laps. At t:at
time we men sll uncovered, and mostly kepl 'at
a distance. When the innocent creatures r. sé
up, we murmured “ Amen | ” all together. ¥ r,
though we had not heard what they said, se
knew it must be good for us.
At that time, too, as was only natural, thise
mothers in our company, whose child: yn
shed maay tears. I thompht
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and Miss Maryon had covered her, a
by her, holding her hand. The stars look yd
down upon them. As for me, I guarded 3
“Davis ! ” says Miss Macyon. (I am not go-
ing to say what a voiee she had. I couldn’t if
I tried )

“] am here, Miss."”

“The river sonunds as if it were swollen (o
n' t."

“We all think, Miss, that we are coming nejr
the sea.” E
“Do you believe, now, we shall escape?”
“I do now, Miss, really believe it.” I h.d
always said I did; but I bad in my own mi,d
been doubtful.”

“How glad you will be, my good Davis, 4o
see England again|”,

I have another eon!eu-xm to make, that will
appear singulat. When she said these won
something rose in my throat ; and the stary I
looked away at, seemed to bresk into spark:s
that fell down my face and burnt it.

“England is not much to me, Miss, except a3
& pame.”

“Oh! Bo true an Englishman should 10t
say that! Are you not well to-night, Davis /”
Verv kindly, and with & quick change.

“Quite well, Miss.”

“Are you sure? Your voice sounds altered
in my hearing.”

“No, Miss, I am a stronger man than evir.
Bat, Englacd is nothing to me.” ¥

Mise Maryon sat silent for so long & whe,
that I believed she had done speaking to me -or
one time. However, she had not; for by ead
by she said, in & diakinct, clear tone: ;
“No, gocd friend; you must not eay tgat
England is nothing to you. It ia to be much to
z:: yet—everything to you. You have to tike

k to England the good name you have ea.n-
ed here, and the gratitude and attachment gfad
respect you have won here; and you have‘to

e some good English girl very happy ¢ad
proud, by marrying ber; and I shall one (ay
see her, I hope, and make her happier nd
prouder still, by telling her what noble servi ses
her husband’s were in South America, and w 1at
a noble friend he was to me there.” :
Though she spoke these kind words i, a
cheering manner, she spoke them compassisn-
ately. I said pothing. It will appear to be
another atrange confession, that I paced to ynd
man, reproaching mysell the nigh 2.
“You are as ignorant as any man alive; on
are as obscure as any man alive ; you are as poor
a8 any man alive; you are no better than she
mod under your foot.” That was the way. in
which I went on sgainst myself until the m, rn-

1ng.

‘%ith the day, came the day's labor. What
I should have done without the labor, I dyn’t
know. We were afloat again at the usual hbur,
and were agsin making our way down the riyer.
It was broader and clearer of obstructions than
it bad been, and it seemed to flow faster. T'his
was one of Drooce’s quiet days; Mr. Pordsge,
besides being , had almost lost his vojce ;
and we made way, and with little noige.
There was always a seaman forward on the
raft, hﬂg a bright look-out. Saddenly, in
the full heat of the day, when the children 1'ere
slumbering, and the trees and reeds lggqnd
to be slumbering, this man—it was Shot—
holds up his hand, and cries, with great cauton,
“ Avast! Voices ahead!”

We he!d on against the stream as soon ay, we
counld bring her up, and the other raft followed
suit. At Me. Macey, Mr. Fisher, and ﬁ-
self, could hear nothing; though both the

men aboard of us
voices and oars, After a little paure, howerer,
we united in thinking that we could hear the
sound of voices and dip of oare. Bat, you
csn hear a long way in those countries, pnd
there was a bend of the river before us, and
nothicg was to be seen except such ute.u.fnd
such banks as we were now in the eighth “day

ht,
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been in the eightieth,) of having seen with gnx-

ious eyes.

It was soon decided to put a man ashore who
should creep though the wood, see what was
coming, and warn tke rafta—the rafta in the

mean time to keep the middle of the stream.
The man to be put ashore, ard not to swim
ashore, as the firat thing could be more quickly
dooe than the second. The raft conveying him,
to get back into mid-stream, and to hold on
alocg with the other, as well as it could, until
signalled by the man. In casa of danger, the
man to shift for himself until it should be gafe
to take him aboard again. I volunteered to be
the man.

We knew that voices and oars must aup
slowly against the stream ; and our seamen kyew,
by the set of the stream, under which shey
wounld come. I was put ashore ivgly.
The raft got off well, and I broke into the wped.

hot it was, and a tesring p to
get throy, So much the better for me, aince

it was something to contend against and do. I
cut off the bend in the river, at a great pavipg
of space, came 1o the water's edge , and
hid m and waited. I could now hear the
dip of the oars very distinctly; the voices had

The sound came on in s regular tune, and
a8 I lay hidden, I fancied the tune. so plsyed
to be, “ Chris'en—George—King ! Chris’yn—
George—King! Chris’en— George B
over and over again, always the same, with the
pauses always tit the same places, I had jike.
wise time to make up my mind that if these
were the Pirates, I conld ‘and would (barring
nyhnglhu}lvinoﬂ’toh:{rlﬁ,inlpih of

the moment I ad given the algrm,

my

way in; and now I was wholly prep and
n’ldyfnr them. o

Chris’en — —King! Chrisg’sn —
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the one-esed English pirate, and what
Mr. Fisher said, only because he m,‘

“that
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that they could hear | :

(and might, for the matter of our feelings, have | .
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Al the b. 'm of the third boat, an old seaman,
wih yrmination carved into his watchful

r | toten p{ joner, and hailed me with a cheer,

af Capt: n Carton’s bost ran in and took me

of ‘boaris
“Urep( ted, “ All escaped, sir! All well, all
e, all erel!” '
God |" 288 me—and God bless them—what
theer! It turned me wesk, as I was passed
from aud to hand to the stern of the boat ;
ey he d patting me or grasping me in some
'zoru‘her,inthemmntofmyxoingby.
Holi up, my brave fellow,” said Captain
C rton, fapping me on the shoulder like &
fr end, ¢ M giving me a flask. “ Put your lips
tc that,; 3d they will be red again. Now, boys,

gire war :”
Ao
80 it

The | juks flew by ‘as, as if the

"8t eam ¢ ever rat‘was with us;
wis, I a 1 sure, meaning the stream of those
e w's 8y %r and spirit. The banks flew by us,

ai'd we - ame in sight of the rafts—the bauks
. w by ¢ | and we came alongside of the rafis—
th 3 banl stopped; and there was a tumault of
la ighing ‘and erying, and kissing and shaking
ol sand catching up of children and set-
W' g of , sem down again, and & wild hurry of
th ¢88 nod joy, that melted every one, and
8¢ (iened_ 11 hearta.
I had jken notice, in Captain Carton’s boat,
thit they  was & curious and quite new sort cf
filling of board. It was a kind of little bower
made cf fowers, and it was set up behind the
cfptain,”-nd betwixt him and the rudder, Not

oilly w: is arbor, so to call it, neatly made
of flower , but it was ornamented in & singular
way. 8 me of the men had taken the ribboms

aid buy ‘les off their hats, and hung them
anong 7 e flowers; others had made festoons
and stre, ners of their handkerchiefs, and hung
tkem thee; others had intermixed such trifles
ents of lock-
et and- ;obacco-boxes, with the flowers; so
iat ally ether it was a ve.g bright and lively
oject | the sunshine. But why there, or
what for I did not understand.
Now,. 3 soon as the first bewilderment was
er, Ca in Carton gave the order to land for
t Jm& ot. Buot this boat of his, with two
bxnds k t in her, immediately put off again,
wien th  men were out of her, and kept off,
otme yPds from the shore. As she floated
tFere, wi  the two hands gently backing water
t'keep ' ¢r from going down the stream, this
P,etly li. le arbor attracted many eyes. None
o the | at’s crew, however, had anything to
Biy aboy it, except that it was the Captain’s
ney. ©
.The (* ptain, with the women and children
ofusteriy : around him, and the men of all ranks
g o jutside them, and all listening, stood,
tlling L w the Expeditior, deceived by its bad
it tellige ce, had chased the light Pirate boats
&1 that Iohl night, and had still followed in
tireir wg' b next day, and had never suspected
vtil :t"‘y hours too late that the great Pirate
¥hdy he, drawn off in the darkness when the
¢, ase b! an, and shot over to the Island. He
#90d te ing how the Expedition, supposing the

w hole n.r:gofarmedhouhtobe ahead of it,
Elt tem; jed into shallowe, and went aground ;
it not

‘rithont having ita revenge upon the

t'io dec?r-boats, both of which it had come u

¥ ith, oy rland, and sent to the bottom with lﬁ
» He stood telling how the Expedi-

i

e By e e o YD
I's8 of pur more tides, and returned to the
L land,"* here they found the sloop scuttled and
e tre jure gone. He stood telling how my
¢ Bcer, jeutenant Linderwood, was left upon
1 ‘e Isly d, with as strong a force ss could be
f 3 tog: her hurriedly from the mainland, and
low th  three boats we saw before us were
i money and armed, and had come away, ex-

t ‘oring’ e coasts and inlets, in search of any
t dinga 4f us. He stood telling all this with
I is face“jo the river; and, as he stood telling
i, the | tle arbor of flowers floated in the sun-
taine b jore all the faces there.

+ Lear. ag on Captain Carton’s shoulder, be-
! yeen I m and Miss Maryon, was Mrs, Fisher,
ler he i drooping on her arm. She asked
} im, wi pout raising it, when he had told so
t luch, « hether he had found her mother.

“Be’ pmforted! S8he lies,” eaid the Captain,
{bnl.ly, “under the cocoanut trees on the
each.”.
. “An my child, Captain Carton, did you find
vy chil too? Does my darling rest with my
i 1other "
“Nao~« Your pretty child sleeps,” eaid the
‘laptai:} “ under a shade of flowers.
is » jice shock; but there was something
*ait th } struck all the hearers. At that mo-
tnent, ¢ ere sprung from the arbor in his boat
i little, ‘eature, clapping her bands, and stretch-
log ou .her arms, uufcrying. “Dear papa!

Jear n ymmal! I am not killed. I am saved.

am ¢ ming to kiss Take me to them,
‘ake my, to them, kind sailors!”

Nob My who saw that scene bas ever forgot-
en it,. am sure, or ever will forget it. The
'thild }5d kept quite still, where her brave
trandg amma hnﬁ pat her, (first whiepering in
ler esy “ What everhappens to me, do not stir,
oy der '!"”) and had remained quiet until the
Jort wa deserted ; she had then crept out of
‘he tm".ch, acd gone into her mother’s house;

ind th, re, alone on the solitary island, in her
mothe1¢ room, and asleep on her mother's bed,
ihe Ca tain had found her. Nothing could in-
Auce b rto be parted from him after he took
ber up in his arms and he had brought her
sway vpth him, and the men had made the

wer pr her. To see those men now, was a
ight. The joy of the women was beautiful ;
the jopof those women, who had lost their own
thildre”, was quite sacred and divine; but
the ec, masies of Captain Carton’s boat’s crew,
when  ieir pet was restored to her parents,
were 8" nderful, for the tenderness they showed
in thevmidst of roughness. As the in
stood 1 th the child in hisarms, and the child’s
own lij je arms now clinging round his neck,
now rd * nd her father’s, now round her mother’s,
now r7 ynd some one who pressed up to kiss
ber, ti 4 boat's crew shook hasds with one
anothe . waved their hats over their beads,
laugher |, sang, cried, danced—and sll among
1he|:3:ur without wanting to interfere with
anybol T—in a manner never to be represented.
At las "I saw the coxswain and another, two

h -rd-faced men with gri heads, who
mhe o the heartiest of hearty all along,
close y'th one apother, get each of them the
other's:sead under his arm, and pummel awsy
at it v -th his fist s hard as he could, in his
excesy if joy.

Why ; we had well rested and refreshed our-
lelvwandvuaghdwmtohsumaof
the he teni ings to est and drink that had
come i-:nlﬁa boats—we recommenced ocur
voylar,"da'n the river: rafis, and boats, and
all. }-aid to myeelf, it was a very different
l:i::!dlc_ v now, from what it h;d been ;
and I” 71l into my place and station
amon ‘il:y feuw-m

Buf when we balted for the night, I found
that &, g8 Maryon had to Car-
i or, the Captain came
to me, and says he, “ My brave

Miss Maryon’s body-
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hands have ever touched it.. Mr. P wes
kept tolerably quiet now, with pen and ink, and
began to pick up his senwa s little, Beated
in lhﬁmond beat, h]t]; :ﬁu;e do::r;:u with
Mr. Ki y well, all ray ; er-
ally. boniel o o Hivtass hast apmied
whenever we stopped, T Captain, however,
made o very light of thees aupers, that it grew
into a eaying among the wen, when one of
them wented a match for.] iv pipe, ¥ Hand us
over & Protest, Juck !” Asty Mre. P she
still wore the nightcap, andalie now had cut all
the ladies, on sceount of lur not baving been
formally and separately 1iscued. by ga ain
Carton, belore auybody eli-, The end of Mr.
Pordage, to bring to an ent, all I know abcut
him, was, that he got grga: compliments at
home for his condact on thess trying occasions,
and that he died of yellow jsuudice, s Govern.
or and a K. C. B. 3

Sergeant Drocce had fallzp from s high fe-
ver into & low one; Tom }'s. only man
who could have pulled thi: Bergeant through
it—kept hospital aboard thx old rafi; and Mrs.
Belltou, as brisk as ever ngain, (but the spirit

of that woman, whea thinga tried it, was mot
under

equal to mppearunces,) wis
his direclions, Before w¢ (got down to the
Moequito coast, the joke ked been made by one
of our men, that we shoulf see her gazetted
Mrs. Tom Packer, vice Belltstt, exchanged.
Whea we reached the cast, we got native
boats as substitutes for the rafis, und we rowed
slong uonder the land; sxd in that beautiful
climate, and upon that beautiful water, the
blooming days were like :nchantment. Ah!
'I'he; were running away fester than any sea
or river, and there was no tide to bring them
back. We were coming viry near the settle-
ment where the people o! Silver Store were to
be left, and from which wy Marines were under
orders to return to Belize.

Captain Carton had, ii" the boat by him, a | before

curious long-barrelled Spi.t ish gun, and he had
said to Misa Maryon one] Iay that it was the
beet of guns, and had tcried his head to me,
and said :

* Gill Davis, load her f+.eh with a couple of
slugs, agaiost & chance ! showing bow gocd
she is.” =
80, I had discharged “ite gun over the ses,
and had loaded ber, sccdrding to orders, and
there it had lain at the -Japtain's feet, con-
venient to the Captain’s fignd.

The last day but one o -cur journey was an
uncommonly bot day. ¥'¢ started very early;
but, there was no cool air-g the sea as the day
got on, and by noon the ket was really hard to
bear, considering that th-r> were women and
children to bear it, Now,.w happened to open,
Jjust at that time, a very wlisasant little cove or
bay, where there was a dee) shade from & great
growth of trees. Now, ¢ Caplain, therefore,
made the signal to the ofher boats to follow
him in and lie by a while

The men who were off juty went ashore, and
lay down, but were order :d, for cantion’s sake,
not to stray, and to ke p within view. The
others rested on their os.8, and dozed. Awn-
irgs had been made of ¢:e thing and another,
in all the boats, and the passengera found it
cooler to be under thers in the shade, when
there was room enough, tFian to be in the thick
woods. So, the passenguis were all afloat, and
mostly sleeping. 1 kept ny post behind Miss
Maryon, and she was on (‘sptain Carton’s right
in the boat, aud Mra. F's¥er sat on her right
again. The Captain ha Mrs. Fisher's daugh-
ter on his knee. He and the two ladies were
talking about the Pirases, snd were talking
softly—partly, because :pesple do talk sofily
under such indolent cirge mistances, and partly
because the little girl had gone off ulug,‘
Lindy 16 Srrtte Sown, Bt Uspieis Oattoa”5ad
a fine bright eye of hisown. All at once, he
darted me a sids lool;, ws much as to 8ay,
“Bteady—don’t take on--1 see something 1”—
and gave the child inxo her mother’s arme.
That eye of his was 0 erny to understand, that
I obeyed it by not so miizh a8 looking either to
the right or to the lefi oul of a corner of my
own, or changing my ttitudz the least trifle,
The Captain went on ta'zirg in the game mild
and essy way; but begin—-with his arma resi-
ing across his knees,  and his head a little
harging forward, as if the heat were rather too
much for him—began t» play with the Spanish

un.

*“They had laid thelr plans, you see,” says
the Captain, taking up the Spanish gun across
his knees, and looking lazily st the inlaying
on the stock, “with asreat deal of art; and
the corrupt or blunderii g local anthorities were
80 easily deceived ;” Laran his left band idly
along the barrel, but [ eaw, with my breath
held, that he covered ' 2 action of cocking the
gun with his right—“ 40 easily deceived, that
they summoned us to ¢,yme into the trap. But
my intention as to fulre operations”. In
a flash, the Spanish g1 1 was at his bright eye,
and fired.

All started up ; innumerable ¢choes repeated
the sound of the dischirge; a clond of bright-
colored birds flaw out 5f the woods, screaming ;
8 handfull of leaves 1'ere scattered where the
shot had struck; a crickling of branches was
heard; and some lishe but beavy creature
sprang into the air,-and fell forward, head
down, over the muddy bank.

“ What is it?” eriry Captain Maryon, from
his boat.  All silent ihen, but the echoes roll-
ing away, L

“It is o traitor anc & Bpy,” said Capt. Car-
ton, handing me the un to load again. * And/
I think the other name of the animal is Chris-
tian George King!”

Shot throngh the huart. Some of the people
ran round to the spot an¢ drew him out, with
the slime and wet tricklivt down his face ; but
his face itself would iver stir any more to the
end of time. €

“Leave him havsing to that tree,” cried
Captsin Carton, his-host's crew giving way,
and he leaping ashcye. “Bat first into this
wood, every roan in bis place. And boata! out
of funaho: i

t was & quick che;ge, well meant and well
made, though it end¢d in disappointment. No
Pirales were there;-no ome but the spy was
found. It was suppsed that the Pirates, un-
able to retake ug, ani! expecting a great attack
upon them to be the exinscquence of our escape,
had made from the riins in the foreet, taken to
their ship along witlithe treasure, and left the
8py to pick up what .ntelligence he could. In
the evening we weut away, and he waa left
hanging to the tree, 11l alone, with the red sun
::king a kind of a-jead sunset on his black

o 2

Next day, we gaiied the settlement on the
Mosquito coast, fc- which we were bound.
Having stayed thers to refresh, seven days,
and having been muzh commended, and highly
spoken of, and finey entertained, we Marines
stood under orders 4y march from the town gate
{it was peither mucl of & town nor mueh of &
gate) at five in the worning,

My officer bad joised us before then. When
we turned out at the gate, all the were
there ; in the front . )f them all those who had

i and a!l the seamen.
“

been our fellow-pria nars,

“Davis,” says wieat,
on:l[, nga{nend 30

8 out from tYe ranks, and Mi
and Captain Cart mee n:,to -:.b' o) 211

u Def:]rl l%“iu,” ed Mi , while the
tears ast down, her “ gratefol
friends, in most ug willinfg‘;}"hk,izrktn of
you, ask the favorhat, while you besr awa
mth_yon their affect mate rémembrance, whic
nothing can ever [inpair, you will also take
this purse of money~-far mare valuable to you,
we ail know, for e deep, attachment and
thankfuluess with wfich it js offered, than for
its own contents, Libugh we thcse may
prove usefal to yourfoo, in after life.”

I got out, in anyver, that I thankfully ac-
cepted the w.a.ehn_n.nt ond affection, but not
the money. Cuptai) Carfon looked at me very
autentively, and sief’jed back, and moved sway.
I made bim my biw 8 he back, to
thank him for being “so dglicate,

“ No, Hi::," 1.0';1 think it would bresk
my heart ft of money. if
.o:l]d m‘mﬂ?ﬁrgi" toa l{nn?wm
and common 8s my7self; little thing
have worn—such a( ‘s bi- :;gibbon e i

%

Bbe took a ring from her finger, and put it
my band. And she rested her hand in mine,
she eaid these words :
“ The brave gentlemen of old—but not one
them was braver, or bad a nobler nature
pu—took such gifts from ladies, and did
200d actions for the giveras’ sakes. If
doryoun for mine, I shall think, with
t 1 continve to have some share in
8 gallant and man.”
second time in my life she kissed
I made #5 bold, for the first time,
hers; and I tied the ring at my
I fell back to my place.
horgelitter went ont at the gate,
ant Drcoce in it; and the horse-
 out at the gate with Mra. Balltott in
Lieutensut Lirnderwood gave the word
mand, “ Quick merch!” and cheered
enfed, for we weut out out of the gate, t0o,
along the level plain towards the
ue sky, as if we were marchiug straight

When I bave udded Lere that the Pirate
was blown 1o shivers, by the Pirateship
bad the Treasure on board being so
orgusly, attacked by one of His Msjesty's
cruisers, among the West India Kays, and
being/so awi&lg boarded and carried, that no-
body ‘suspected snything about the scheme
until three fourths of the Pirates were killed,
and the other fourth were in irons, and the
Treasure was recovered; I come to the laet
singular confession I have got to make,

It is this. I well knew what an immense
and hopeless distance there was between me
and Miss Maryon ; I well knew that I was no
fiter eompany for her that I was for the angels;
I well knew that she was as high above my
reach s the sky over my head; and yet I loved
her. What put it in my low heart to be so
daring, or whether such a thing ever happened
Or sinco, as that a man po uninstructed
and obscure as myself gol, his unhappy (houghts
lifted np to such a height, while knowing very
well bow presumptuous and impossible to be
reslized they were, | am unsble to eay ; still,
the suffering to me was just as great as if I bad

n & gentleman. I gaffered agony—agony.
I suffered hard, and I suffered long. T thought
of her last words to me, however, snd I pever

! them. If it had unot been for those
dear words, I think I should have lost myself
in dﬂpn.n- and recklesseesa,

The ring wili be found lying on my heart, of
course, and will be laid with me wherever 1
am laid. Iam getting cn in years now, though
Iam sble and hearty. I was recommended
for promotion, and everything was dovre to
reward me that could be done; but, my total
want of all learning etood in my way, and I
found myself so completely out of the rosd to it,
that I could not ccnguer any learning, though
I tried. I was long in the service, and I re-
specied it,and was resp:cted in it,and the service
is dear to me at this present hour,

At this present hour, when I give this out to
my Ledy to be written down, all my old pain
has softened away, and I am as happy as a
man can be, at this present fine old country-
house of Admiral Sir George Carton, Baronet.
It was my Lady Carton who herself sought me
out, over & great many miles of the wide world,
8ad found me in Hospital, wounded, and brought
me here. It is my Lady Carton who writes
down my words. My Lady was Miss Maryon.
And now, that I conclude what I had to tell, I
see my ]:mdy’a honored gray hair droop over
her face, as she leans a litile lower at her deal;
and I fervently thauk her for baing so tender,
a8 I see she is, towards the past pain and
trouble of her poor, old, faithful, humble soldier.
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‘'% - mUR BEAUREPAIRE 0AK.

But first, ere the san 13 sel, stay a few min-
utes and look at the Beaurepaire cak, while I
tell you the little men knew about it, not the
thousandth part of what it coald have told, if
trees could speak as well as breathe,

The Baroness did not exaggerate. The tree
was somewhat older than even this ancient
family. There was a chain of family docu-
ments, geveral of which related incidents in
which this tree played a part.

The oldest of these manuccripts was written
by a monk, a younger son of the hcuse, about
five hundred years before our story. Thias
would not have helped ua much, but, lnckily,
the good monk was ut the pains to collect all
the oral traditions about it that had come down
from & far more remote antiquity, and, like a
sensible man, arrested and solidified them by
the pen. He had a euperstitious reverence for
the tree ; and probably this, too, came down
to him from his ancestors, as it was certainly
Mnumil:t:ed by him to the throniclers that suc-

im,

The sum of all is this.

_The first Baron of Beaurepaire had pitched
his tent under a fair oak that stood ri-
vum—near & brook. He afterwards built a
square tower hard by, and dug a moat that en.
closed both tree and tower, and received the
walers of the brook afiresaid, These particu
lara corresponded too exacily with the present
face of thinga and the intermediate accounts, to
leave & doubt that this was the same tree.

In these early daye, its size seems to have
been nothing remarkable, and this proves it
was gtill growing timber, Bat a century end a
half before the monk wrote, it had brecome
famous in all the district for its girth; snd in
the mouk's own day had ceased to grow, but
showed no sign of decay. 'The mutilated arm
I bave mentioned was once a long, sturd
bough, worn smooth as velvet in one part from
A curions cause ; it ran about as high above
the ground as & full-sized horse, and the kuights
and squires used to be forever vaulting upon
it, the former in armor ; the monk, when a boy,
bad seen them do it & thousand times.

The heart of the tree began to go, and then
this heavy bough creaked suspiciously. In

RUARY 25, 1858.

raven's nest to the top of this tree, whose crown |
was mach loftier than now, lost his footing and |
fell, tnd_dad at the foot of the tree. And his |
mother, in her anpuish, bade them eut down |
(R Waaband) reused, sod e e o s

what in the |
English of day would run thuos: “ Yite ys |
eneugh that I lose mine gonne—I will not alsoe |
Ines mine Tre.” In the mule, the solid senti- |
ment of the proprietor ontweighed the tempo- |
rary irritation of the parent. Then the motker, |
we are told, booght fifteen ells nf black velvet, |
and streiched a pell from the kuight’s bough |
across the west side to another branch, and |
carsed the band that should remove it, and she
bersell * wolde never pass the Tre, neither go-
ing or coming, but weut atill about.”

And when she died, and shonld have been
carried past the tres to the park, her doctor did
cry from & window ‘o the boarers, *Goe about!
goe about 1" and they went about, and all the
company. And in time the valvet pall rotted,
and was torn and driven awasy rapidis ludibria
ventis, And when the band of pature, sud no
human hsnd, bad thus flouted and dispersed
the trappings of the mothgr's grief, two pieces
'M'pieke}' aifd presdrved avoug ihe fam.
ily relice ; and the black velvet had turned a
rusty red. So the Baronees did nothing new in
this family, when she hung her chaplet on the
knight’s bough. Aud in fact, on the west side,
about eighteen feet from the ground, there still |
mouldered one corner of an atchievement an |
heir of Beaurepaiie had nailed there two cen- |
turies before, when his predecessor died. * For
(said he) the chatean is of yesterday, but the
trec has seen us all come and go.” The inside
of the tree was clean gone; it was hollow as a
gum ; not eight inches thick in any part; aud
on its east side yawned a fissure as high asa
man and as broad ae a street door. Dard used
to wheel his wheelbarrow into the tree at a
trot, and there leave it! In spite of excavation
and mutilation, not life only, but vigor, dwelt
in this wooden shell. The extreme ends of the
longer boughs were firewood, touchwood, and
the crown was gone, fime out of mind. But
narrow the circle a very Fttle, to where the in-
domitable trunk esuld still shoot sap from its
cruise deep in earth, in there on every side
burst the preen leaves in summer, couniless as
the sand. Tae leaves earved centuries azo from
these very models, though cut in stone, were
most of tiem mouldered, blunted, notched, de-
formed ; but the delicate types came back with
every summer, perfect and lovely as when the
iree was Lheir elder brother, and greener than
ever, For (from what cause Nature only koows)
the leaves were many shades deeper and richer
than any other tree conld show for a hundred
miles round—a deep green, fiery, yet soft. And
then their multitude— the etaircazes of foli
age, 88 you looked up the tree, and could scarcs
caich & glimpse of the sky—sn inverted abysa
of color, 8 mound, a dome, of flake emeralds,
that quivered in the golden air.

And now the sun sets; the green leaves are
black ; the moon rises; her cold light shoots
across one-kalf that giaut stem.

How solemn and calm stands the great round
tower of living wood, half ebony, half silver,
with its mighty clond above of flake jet leaves,
tinged with frosty fire at one edgel

Now is the still hour to repeat in a whisper
the words of the dame of Beaurepaire—" You
were here before us; you will be here when we
are gone,”

Let us leave the hoary king of trees stand-
ing in the moonlight, calmly defying time ; aad
let us follow the creatures of a day, since what
they were we are.—Reade's “ While Lies.”

Treyxyep American papers
frors “an Eaglish mrﬁ‘h‘ﬂ&lﬂ"

that the laureate is 8 confirmed victim to opi-
um, together with other remarks of an cbvious-
ly malevolent spirit upon hia persoral appear-
ance, which is ctyled groes and sensual, of an
“ African " type, &c. As we had expected, the
report i8 now emphstically contradicted. A
correspondent of one of the daily journals
writes of him : * He has never meddled st all
with the deadly delight of Turka and China
men.” The same correspondent also refers to
the poet’s shyness of publicity and wood-cut
engravers :

* He lives in a kind of mortal fesr of the I/
lustrated News, und is to the very core of him
& kinsman of those Elizabethan men who loved
80 10 lock themselves up with their {riends in
sly sod happy corners, where

All their greal hearts sherris wormed,
They fashed their random speeches,

Before the tnibe of Ana swarmed,
Those literary leeches! "

THE LECOMPTON CORSTITUTION.

SPEECH OF HON. HENRY WILSON,
0f Massachusetts,
IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,

JANUARY 3 AxD 4, 1858,

The pending guestion being the motion to re-
fer the Presidenl’s messaze mnd the Lecomp-
ton Constitution to the Committee on Territo-
ries, Mr, WiLso¥ moved to amend the motion by

adding :

“ And that the commitiee be instrucied to nseertain the
number of voles givel at eaclh county in the Territory
upon the guestion of calling n Convention 1o form n Jon-
slitution; o inguire into the nppointment of delegnies
the Convention, and the census nnd registrition under
whieh the srame was made, and whether the same was in

| complinnee with lnw ;, the number of voles cust for ench
| enndidate for delegate 1o the Convention, snd the places
where cast, nud whether saud Constitution received the

voles of o majority of the delegnies 10 snid Convention
ihe pumber ol voles cast in siid Territory on the 208t of
December lasi, for and agains said Constitation, and for
and against any parts thereof, and the number #o exst nt
each place of voiing; the nmnber of voles cast on the
4th day of January last for sand against said Consun-
tion, aid the number so cnst m1 cach place of voung; the

ber of votrs easl on the &th day of January la«t for

those days, they did not prop a sacred hough
with & line of iron posts, as now,

They solved the difficulty by cutting this one
off within six feet of the trunk ; two centuries
later, the tree being now rearly hollow, a rude
iron bracket was roughly nailed into tha stem,
sudy running out three feet, supported the
knight’s bough ; for so the mutilated limb waa

ill called.

What had not this tree seen since first it came,
green and tender as the cabbage, abovo the soil,
sud etood at the mercy of the first hare or rab-
bit that should choose to cut short forever its
frail existence |

Since then, euflu had perched on its crown,
and wild boars fed, without fear of man, upen
its acorns. Troubadours had sung beneath it
to lords and ladies seated around or n'-kin'g'
on the 3 and commenting the minstrel’s
tales of love by exchange of amorous glances.

It had seen & Norman Duke conquer Eng-
land, and Eoglish Kings invade France, and be
crowned at Paris. It had seen a woman put
the warrior virgin burned by envious ,
with the consent of the curs she had defeuded
and the curs she had defeated.

Mediweval sculptors had taken italeaves, and,

stand | wisely trusting to natore, had adorned many a

chorch with thoee leaves cut in stone.

Why, in its old sge it had seen the rise of
printing, and the first dawn of national civili-
zation in Europe. Itflourished and decayed in
France, but it grew in Gaul. And more re-
markable still, though by all accounts it is like-
ly to see the world to an end, it was a tree in
sncient history ; its old age awaits the millen-
ninm ; ita first youth belonged to that great
tract of time which includes the birth of Chriet,
the building of Rome, and the siege of Troy.

The tree had mingled in the fortunes of the
family. It hed saved their lives and taken
their lives. One Lord of Beaurepaire, hotly
pursued by his feudal enemies, made for the
tree, and hid himself, pariy by a great bough,
EE].J(‘!': a thick screen of lesves. The foe

in, made sure he had taken to the house,
mht'lit,.ndguinwtheealllr, where, by

good luck, was store of Malvoisie; and so the
oak and the vine saved the quaking Baron.
_ Another Lord of i i in

in this tree a little before the dawn.

knights to the rout, and seer God insulted and | Kansas

any State and legislative officers thereof, and the number
of votes cast (i each enndidate for such offices, und the
places where eact; and ihat sald enmmittee also ascertain,
ns nearly as possibile, what poruon, if any, of the voles so
cast at any of the times and places sioresaid were fraud-
ulent or ilr.-;al,' and that said commitlee have power to
send for persons and papers.”

Mr. WILSON. This application, Mr. Presi-
dent, for the admission of Kansas into this
sisterhood of free Commonwealths, comes to us
under circumstances that demand the prompt,
thorough, and full investigation of the Senate
and of the House of Reprezentatives. Charges
have been made by the people of Kanaas, by
Government officials in Kansss, of illegalities
and fraude—illegalitiea and frauda which have
deprived the people of that Territory of their
rights, and defeated their will. These reports
have gone over the country, over the Christian
and civilized world, bricging dishonor and
shame upon free democratic institutions.
Under these circumstances, sir, [ take it that
every Senator, every member of Congress, eve-
ry fair-minded and honorable man throughout
the Republic, desires, before we vote to bring
into the Union or to rejeet her applica-
tion, that all the facts connected with the calling
of the Convention to frame a Constitalion, the
election of delegates, the framing of the Consti-
tation, the mode of submission to the pecple, the
election under the Counstitution, and all the
questions concerning the rights and the interests
of the people of the Territory, hall be fully iu-
vestigated. To accomplish this object, which
every honorable gentleman in America must
desire, I have submitted the motion that the
Committee on Territories ba instructed to make
this investigation, and that they have piwer to
send for persons and gpern. ,

I indulge the hope, Mr. President, that every |
Senator on thia floor will promptly vote for |
these instructions, and that the Committee cn
Territories will make the most searching,
thorough, asd complete investigation into this |
whole subject ; and if there be frauds, if there [
be wrongs, if there be anything in the action
of that Territory which baffles the popular will,
which robs the people of their rights, that the
facts will be presented to the Senate and 1o the
country, and that we nlull be guided by the
simple idea of ascertaining the real will of the
people of the Territory of Kansas, and letting
that will control our action.

Before I sit down, sir, I wish to call the at-

A young beir of Beaurepaire, climbing for | in this

tention of the Senate to some of the ailusions,
assumptions, aad declaratious, of the President,

| words constitate a line.
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gress. The President
measage, that the
been 70 much drawn to
sas. I regret, I
I think every man cares
or justice, who
of the American name and the American char-
s Sy e o
ie ic—will regret
that the President himself had not devotad g:e
enongh to the consideration of the affairs of
Ksausas, to have enabled him to present to the

Senste and the country a fall, intelligent, ac-
carate, and truthful sta'ement of the eveuts
which have transpired in that Territory. I say
here, sir, what I know to be true, what every
intsllizent man in the Senats knows to be true,
what the country and the world know to be
true, that the statements in this mis-
represeut, wholly and entirely, the events which

bave transpired in that Territory; und tha |

wherever this message goes, it will carry to the
world a stupendous and gigantic misrepresenta.
tion of affairs in the Terri of Kansas.

I know, sir, that the ent cannot be ex.
pected, in the midst of vast duties that
devolve upon his,to and everything
that has ired in UaY . He was
out of the country when the aet for the organiza.
tion of Kansas was passed ; he was ont of the
country during the eventful years of 1854 and
1835, and & portion of 1856—years in which
events of great magnitude transpired in Kan.
sas. He was nomirated, we all kuow, sir, be-
cause he was out of the country, and had no con-
nection with those events, because he was able
to prove an alibi, Bat, sir, he sends to us, to
men familiar with the events of the past four
years, this message, covering this application
for the admission of Kavsas, and he gives a
coloring to events in that Territory which will
give to the country and to the world about aa
correct an idea of the affairs of that Territory
a3 the bulletins of Napoleon gave to the people
of France of the condition of the grand army
on it3 retreat from Moscow.

The President tells us that there is a delusion
in the country in regard to the condition of
offairs in Kan:as; thatit is supposed there are
two par‘ies in that Territory, contending for the
government of the Territory. He gives us to
understand that this is not the fact; that there
is ot a great Free State party, struggling to
make Kansas a Free State, and a Slave State
party struggling to make Kansas a slave State.
He would have the country understand that
this is the state of affairs in that Territory;
that there i3 a party of law and order, a party
that legitimately and legally governs the Ter-
ritory ; and that there is another party setting
at defiance the laws of Congress and the Con-
stitution of the country, and that they are la-
boring to overthrow by lawless violence the
Government of the Territory, and to impose on
the people a Conastitution of their own choice.
Now, sir, I know, you know, every man here
knowe, that this is not the fact. I say there is
no party and there has been no party in the
Territory of Kapsss, setting st defiauce the
Coupstitution of the United States or the laws
of the United States ; no party, nobody, uo set
men, in that Territory,in rebe{lion against Fed.
eral authority.

Ou the 30th March, 1855, the peopleof the Ter-
ritory were summoned to the ballot-box to elect
thirieen members of the Legislative Coancil and
twenty-six members of the House of Re jresenta-
tives. On that day there was an iuvasin of the
Territory of forty-nine hundred men from the
neighboring State of Missouri. These [brty-nine
hundred armed men went into every Conncil dis-
trict snd into every Representative diiitrict but
one. They took posseasion of the electoral urns;
1heY 8 Territory, and to shape and nlould its
future, Of the twenty-nine hundred men in
the Territory who had a right to vole, ess than
fourteen hundred voted on that day, aid yet &
majority of actual residents were in favor of
a free State, and had majorities in si:tteen of
the eight=en districts. These facts heve been
proved, demonstrated, by taking the pames of
the pericus eorolled as actual voters, aud ta
king the names of the persons who voted on the
30th of March. These facts wera proved
urder the order of the House of Rejiresents-
lives, and by a thorough investigatiin by a
committee of that House, and no man here or
clsewhere can deny them.

The people of Kaneas had impoedd upon
them that day a Government not eldcted by
themselves—a Government imposed upon them
by those forty-nine hundred men from the State
of Missouri. The people of the Territory felt
this to be & great outrage on their righls—they
had aright to feel so. The people of any State
would have felt outraged on going to the ballot-
boxes and finding them in the possemsion of
armed men from snother Siate. Gov, Reeder
undertook to correct some of these fratids upon
the ballot-box, by withholding certificates from
the m-mbers thus elected; and Gov. Reeder,
on that day when he undertook to right these
wrongs, was marked for swift destructidn.

The Legislature assembied ; it threw out the
Free State members who held certificates from
(overnor Reeder; it passed lawa violsting the
rights of & free people; it violated the freedom
of speech and of the press; it denied to the
people the right to go to the ballow-box, unless
they took & test oath that no freeman cculd
take without degradation. Those laws would
not sllow & man to sit in a jory-box, if he denied
the right to hold slaves in the Territory, These
laws were intended (to use the language of
one of the leading men who impoeed them on
the people) 1o degrade and drive out of the Ter-
ritory the Free State men. What were free-
men to do under such circumstances? They had
been brought up in the haliefl that thé people
were the inherent source of power—that all
power came from the people, in their sovereign
capacity. They had rend the Kansaas-Nebraska
sct, and they supposed that act conferred on
the people, without the intervention of a Terri-
torial Legislature or of Congress, the right to
come together to frame a Constilution, and to
ask for admission into the Union as a sover
cign State. The ple of other Territoriea
bad framed such itations. They assem-
bled in Convention, they framed such & Conati-
tution, they submitted that Constitation to the
people, and it received the popular verdict.
They elected their officers under it ; they chose
their Senators, and sent them to this Chamber
to aek for admission intothe Union. Theyunder-
took to enforce no laws, and from that time to
the present they have kept that Topeka Gov-
ernment in existence; they have framed some
acts for its preservation, but from
that day to this they have never attempted to
enforce those laws. I declare here to-day what
I know personally to be absolutely true, and 1
declare it in the face of the declaration of Gov.
Walker and of lhﬁrs&im:umm pmunl‘ ce
of your army in e proclama-
tiouya of yourytr;ﬂicisll, the action iuro in the Sen-
ate and the Hou;:o;fh Rapm'el,ﬁo i I.hoh::‘l not

revented that m putting aws
ﬂ. execution ; but they have acted according
to their own well-chosen and deliberate policy.
They never intended to go into rebellion ; they
never intended to enforce these laws inat
the laws of Congress. They have always denied
the validity of your Territorial laws, which were
imposed upon them by fraud and force; they
have not used them for the protection of their
liberties or their lives. Y men who went
to that Territory to i eir
have, from wnﬁm in
the most common labora of life, rather than
acknowledge those laws, or take the oath to sup-
port them. The masses of the people of that
Territory, from that time to this, have never
acknowledged those lawa as binding on them ;
they have never claimed their protection.
They have been munsnd, bbed, imptisoned
they have seen their -nlﬂgl' burned: down ;
they have been invaded ; many of their! fellow-
citizens have been murdered, because thay loved
liberty ; but bave not invoked the
tection of those laws. They never have,
never will, they never ought to do so. No man
here would ever submit to them, or clalm their
protection, or use them for his own jjersonal

The President, in support of this charge of
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rebellion, quotes the evidence of Governor
Walker. 30'“““ Walker, sir, went to that
Territory as the President’s instrament, to ac-
complish & certain purpesa.  He was appointed
Governor of Kansas on the 30th of March,
1857 ; he entered the Territory on Sabbath
evening, the 24th of May. Much of the inter-
vening sixty days of time was spent by the
Govervor in making speechee, aud writing lat-
ters magnifyiog bis great mission. I went to
the Territory, from St. Loais, in company with
Governor Walker: I saw him at Lawrence; I
saw him when he was welcomed by the people
of * rebellions"” Lawrence in a generous way,
of which any man might be proud; I was at
Lecompton, the capital, when be arnved there,
Governor Walker went to Kansar, and his own
letters demonstrate i', on this mission to divide
the people who were in favor of a free State,
to unite the Free State Democrata with the Pro
Slavery meu, and secure the slavery then exist-
ing in Kansas, and wukeit s Black Law, Poo
Blavery, Democratic State, That wsas his mia
sion; and no wan in America could have
labored more faithfully to accomplish that cb
ject. He weat to that Territory a Pro-Slavery
man, in favor of the Pro Slavery palicy of this
country ; and in his inaugurs! addcesa to the
people, in view of the fact that it might becoms
& free Siate, he said that'the great Indisn ter
ritory of the South would be slave territory,
and that slare States might be made out of 1t
I was there when that address was issued ; and
althcugh we are 1old now that everjthing in
the Territory wa1 in a state of excitement bor-
dering on rebellion, [ aay bero to day, that there
was no spot on the North American continent
where there was more quist than existed, on the
1st of June last, ic the Territory of Kausas.
Rebellion existed only in the teeming brain of
Governor Walker.

Sir, when Governor Walker arrived in Kan-
ras, the persons appointed to take the cencus
and to eproll the voters had not performed
their duty in about kalf of the counties of the
Territory. The Free Staté men, under the lead
of Governor Robinson and other leading men,
made & proposition to actitg Governor Stanton,
before Governor Walker arrived, to go into the
election of delegates to the Convention, if they
could be eorclled, and the ballot-boxes so pro
tected that there should be noinvasions and no
fraudulent voting. They did not wish to com
mit themselves in that election, and find at the
polls what they fouud at the polla on the 30.h
of March, 1855—an invading host of illegal
votere, to rob them of their rights. Secretary
Stanton, who was then acting Gevernor, to
whom this proposition was made, answered
these gentlemen by eayiog he had no power 1o
correct the list of voters, and he could do nuth
ing to nid them. Some of the people, in some
of the counties where the officials had refused
to take the census or to register the voters,
made an application to go ou and elect their
delegates ; and it was suggested to them that
they could do so, and that their delegates might
be accepted by the Convention. When the
day of election came, less than twenty-threa
buodred men went to the polls to vote, about
one-ninth part of all the voters in the Terri-

&or&

hen the result of this election waa Lknown
in the Territory, it was believed by iutelligent
men of all paries that the Convention would
never asgemble; tbat it had gone down beneath
the moral sentiment of the people; that it was
an ignominious aud contemptibls failare.

The President quotes Governor Walker’s
hasty and ill-timed langusge in regard to the
action of the people of the city of Lawrence, to
show their rebeliicus spirit. We were wld
here, the other day, by the Senator from Gecr-
gia, tnat the city of “ Lawrence was the tink
of ik fallv pnd felacbapd. Sis- L venture
Sistes, north, south, east, or west, of the uum-
bers to be found in this town of Lawrence,
containing more of individual worth, or per-
sonal characier, or general intellizence. 1
venture to suy that there are more college grad-
uates in that town than iu any town west of

the Alleghanies of equal population. The peo-
ple of Lawrence are a luw-nbiding, liberty-lov-
ing people. Having lived for two years with-

out the protection of law, having been robbed
aud plundered, aud being desirous of doing
something for their own local interests, the
people of that town, in July last, framed aud
adopted a city charter. The people there are
all on one side ; there are, 1 thiuk, only two or
three Slave State men there, and no one intend-
ed to enforce any laws on them. It was a
charter framed by common consent. The laws
under it were iniended to be executed by com-
wmion consent. The committee of the people
say, in their addreas:

“ Asits artion will be purely looal, und have reference
merely 1o our own (ntern=| atfiirs, wo eollision 1s appre
hended with any other organizatio | cluuning 1o exercise
general junisdiction in the Territory ™

They did not intend to viclate the laws of
the Union er of the Territory. The Governor
moved the troops upon that town, and pro-
nounced their acts rebellion; but the people
went right on. They framed their ordivances,
they put their ordinances in execution, while
his army was encamped oa their seil; and from
that time to this, they have peacefully and gni-
etly adwninistered their own local town affara,
and have harmed nobody in or out of the Ter-
ritory. This simple act, performed by com-
mon congent, baving the sssent of the whole
puople, intended to operate oanly in their own
local sffuirs, was pronounced by Gov, Walker
ws the grestest rebellion the world had ever
witnessed :

= A rebellion o inigqustons, mnd secesaarily (nvolving
such wwiul consequazn . es, has never before disgraced any
nge or codutry "

This ridicalous declaration is only eqnalled
by his ridicalous action in moving the srmy on
Lawrence. The Governor tella us that this
town of Lawrence was the hot-bed of the Aboli-
tionists of the East, that paid agents of those
societivs were there. 1 deuy the fact that paid
sgents were in the towu of Lawrence, of any
Abolition society, East or West,

The Legislature imposed on Kansas by law-
less violence provided thai the paopla should
vote in October, 1856, whether they would call
& Convention to frame a Coustitution. In Octo-
ber, 1856, the vote was taken, and about two
thousand votes were given upon that question.
Test oaths were then demanded, sud the Free
Srate men would not vote. Sir, the President
sharply censures the people of Kansas-for not
voting for the election of delegates to the Con-
vention. The Legislature, in the winter of 1857,
passed the Convention act. The plan was o
make Kaneas n elave State. The time, the mode,
aud the machinery, were all selected, with the
ekill of political tricksters, Lo secure that result.
Governor Geary vetoed the act, because it con-
tained no claure authorizing and directing the
submission of the Constitation to the people, for
their ratification or rejection. In & recently.
written letter, Governor Geary tells us that—

“1n a conferance with the committess of the two Houses
by wiom the Lill bad been reporied, [ propossd 10 sign
the bill, provided they would insert in it & seation author.
lzing the submission of the Coastiution as above indica-
ted. Buat they distunetly inforaed me thut the bill me tihe
approba‘ion of their Inends in the Soaibh—that it was not
their intention the Constiiution should ever be sabmip-
ted 10 the people, and that 1o wll nlenia aod purposas it
was |ike the inws of the Medes uad Persians, and could
not be altered.”

Governor Geary tells us that he was informed
that the reason why the Constitution was not to
be submitted to the people wus, that their
friends in the South, who were in favor of ma-
king Kansas a slave Btate, required that it should
submitted, Their friends in the Sooth
were wise in this respect. They believed they
could control the election of the delegates to
the Couvention; but they knew that if the Con-
stitution was submitted to a fair vole of the peo-
ple, the people, by an overwhelming mejority,
would vote it down ; and they then demasnded,
if we are to believe these gentlemen of the com
mittees of the two Houses, that the Constitution
should not be submitted to the people. Why
did gentlemen from the 8outh demand that the
Constitution should mborted upon by the
people? They knew that the E.‘Ph were in
tavor of making Kansas a free State ; that they
would vote down any Constitution that did not
make Kansas a free State; and therefore the
people must be robbed of their right to vote on
their own Constitution.
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